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 As we gather before the service begins,  
we encourage people to use the time as a centering for prayer and meditation.  

 

We also ask you to silence your phones. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Prelude                                                                Praise                   Lake/Moore/Brown/Carnes/Barrett/Furtick     
 

Soloist: Emmarie Wilson 
Piano: Rachel Schmitt 

 (stand as you are able)                                           

Processional Hymn                                      Take my life                                                       Hymn #707 
 

(stand as you are able)                                      

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets   

                   are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that   
                   we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our   
                   Lord. Amen.   
 

The Gloria in Excelsis   
 

People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One,  
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High,  
 Jesus Christ,  
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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 (sung at 10:30am) 
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 (standing) 

Collect for The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
 

 Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love 

 of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the 
 fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Lessons 
 

First Reading 
A Reading from Deuteronomy                                                                           Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 

that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You 
must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the  
commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you.  
 

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, 
when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” For 
what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? And what 
other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?  
 

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to 
let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your  
children’s children.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 15 
 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
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 5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 
 
 

Epistle  
A Reading from James                                                                                                 James 1:17-27 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave 
us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  
 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for 
your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 
growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 
souls.  
 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the 
word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing.  
 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is 
worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and  

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn                                            Surely it is God                                                     Hymn #679 
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 (stand as you are able)  

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark                     Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
                   

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the Pharisees and some of  the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they 

noticed that some of  his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition 
of  the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 
other traditions that they observe, the washing of  cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the 
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of  the elders, but eat with  
defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  
 

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
You abandon the commandment of  God and hold to human tradition.” 
 

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of  you, and understand: there is  
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For it is 
from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and 
they defile a person.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(seated)   

Sermon                                                                                                      The Rev. Martha Gillette       
                                                                                         

A moment of silence is observed after the sermon       
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 Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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 The Prayers of  the People 
 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.  
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops Michael and Paula and our  

Presiding Bishop Elect Sean Rowe; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.  
Silence  
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for  

justice and peace.  

Silence  
 

I ask your prayers for the poor and the sick, especially Nancy, Sydney, the Borden family, those  

participating in Shelter Care Ministry programs, the victims of gun violence, and the people of Ukraine, 
Israel, and Palestine. Pray for those in any need or trouble.  

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be 

found by him. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died, especially Carol. 

Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace 

to glorify Christ in our own day.  

Silence 
 

The celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession  
 

Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

(you may kneel or be seated) 

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  
 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We  
 have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
 ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son  
 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  

 Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
 eternal life. Amen.  
 

 



9 

 The Peace 
Celebrant:  The Peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People:     And also with you.     
 

Offertory                                                         Ave Maria                                                         Simon Lindley      

Soloist: Emmarie Wilson 
Organ: Rachel Schmitt 

 

Offertory Response  
 

Celebrant: All things come of  thee O Lord. 
People:   And of  thine own have we given thee.   
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE. 

(standing)    

Eucharistic Prayer A     
Celebrant:        The Lord be with you.  
People:             And also with you.  
Celebrant:        Lift up your hearts.  
People:             We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:             It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to      

     you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

     Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all  
             the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus (8:00am spoken)                         S129  
 

    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                                               
        heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
             Hosanna in the highest. (†) Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
             Hosanna in the highest.  
 

(10:30am sung) 
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 (kneeling or seated) 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,   

                 when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your   
                 mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,                
                 to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
 

  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to   
                 your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ   
                 took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his   
                 disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this        
 for the remembrance of me.” (†)  
 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it   
                 to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. When ever you drink it,  
 do this for the remembrance of me.” (†)    

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Celebrant and People:  Christ has died.  
               Christ is risen.  
    Christ will come again.  
 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of   
                 praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we  
                 offer you these gifts.  
 

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of    
                 your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify (†)   
                 us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in  
 unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into   
 the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
                

                All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in     
 him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,  
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 

                And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:   
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 Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Agnus Dei            S163 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

Communion Hymn                                  Lord whose love                                                       Hymn #610 
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 Postcommunion Prayer   
 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
 

Celebrant and People:   
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  
 your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
 Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
 strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
 Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing (†) 

 

(standing)   

Recessional Hymn:                                 Rejoice ye pure in heart                                                Hymn #556 
 

Dismissal 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude                                                     Postlude                                                              Bernhard Kothe 

                                           

 

 
Today’s flowers are given to the Glory of God  

in loving memory of Nancy Sauer  

from Stacey LaRosa, Karen Vilic, and Matthew Sauer. 
 
 

Coffee hour after the 8:00am service resumes today. 
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 Announcements 
 

The Emmanuel Choir will be back in session starting on Sunday, September 8th. All people and all 
voices are welcome to join! The choir begins rehearsal at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays downstairs in the choir  
rehearsal room. There is no experience required, and we would love to have you join us! Please feel free to 
reach out to Zach for more information or with any questions via email at nzhall.2014@gmail.com or next 
time you see him at church.  
 

The retirement celebration for Doug Rogers will be held on Sunday, September 8th after the 10:30 
service. Please plan to attend this festive coffee hour as we honor Deacon Doug. 
 

Adult Forum: resumes September 8th at 9:15 am. The schedule will be available soon.  
 

Grief Group: due to the Labor Day Holiday, meets next on September 9th at 7 p.m. Entry at parking 
lot entrance. All are invited to come. 
 

Book Club: Join us on Tuesday, September 10th at 1pm in the Janet James Room. September’s choice is 
“The Frozen River” by Ariel Lawton. Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in 
the ice, Martha Ballard is summoned to examine the body and determine cause of death. As a midwife and 
healer, she is privy to much of what goes on behind closed doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every 
birth and death, crime and debacle that unfolds in the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha  
documented the details of an alleged rape committed by two of the town’s most respected gentlemen—one 
of whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician undermines her conclusion,  
declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the shocking murder on her own.  
 

Sunday School: will resume on September 15th.  
 

The Dining Out Group: decided on enjoying the colorful fall gardens at FRESCO’S at the Japanese  
Gardens while enjoying lunch there on Thursday, Sept. 26th. We will have a 11:30 reservation so please call 
Mary Nielsen at 815-654-8995 if you plan to join. Fall will have arrived! 
 

Bishop Paula Clark and the Board of Trustees of Episcopal Charities of Chicago are pleased to  
invite you to the Autumn Soiree, set for Friday, Sept. 27 at Epiphany Center in Chicago. This annual 
event is our chance to celebrate the good work of our Non-Profit Partners and Episcopal Parish Partners 
throughout the diocese in caring for our most vulnerable neighbors. Among them is Shelter Care Ministries, 
which was founded here at Emmanuel.  The Soiree promises a night of spiritual inspiration, dancing, food, 
and fellowship. Tickets are priced from $25 to $500, to ensure that all are welcome, so select the ticket that 
works for you. Questions? Ask Emmanuel members and Episcopal Charities trustees Mark Baldwin or 
Cheryl Rogers. You can also learn more and register at https://aesbid.com/ELP/SOIREE24/ 
 

SAVE THE DATE! There will be a congregational meeting after the 10:30am service on Sunday,  
October 6th.  
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 Plans are in the works for a “Friends and Family Art Show” in October, with a reception hosted by 
the Hospitality Committee. Date to be announced. 
 

Emmanuel is hosting Spiritual Care Visitor Training on Saturday, October 19th from 9am - 3pm.    
This training is for all interested who want to have a more active role in caring for those in need. 
"Participants will gather for an innovative retreat which will include a time of spiritual reflection, followed 
by workshops that will explore how to be an “active listener,” talk about advance directives as well as grief 
and loss." Fliers are in the Narthex or go to bishopandersonhouse.org for more info or to register. 
 

Sports Sunday will take place on November 10th with a tailgate party after the 10:30 service. All  
parishioners are encouraged to wear their favorite sports attire and bring their favorite snack or tailgate 
food. Drinks provided. The barrels will be out November 1st for the Bear-Packer food raiser challenge. 
Deadline for donating food will be Sunday, November 17th, the date of the Packer-Bear football game. 
 

Date for the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is: Sunday, December 8th, at 4 p.m. 
 

Nametags: If you would like a nametag made, please contact the church office via email at  
churchoffice@emmanuelrockford.org or via phone at 815-964-5514.  
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

 

412 N. Church Street, Rockford IL 61103 
Tel: 815/964-5514 Email: churchoffice@emmanuelrockford.org 

Website: www.emmanuelrockford.org 
Music License Information: OneLicense.net #A-709780 

 

                        Cheryl Rogers ......................................... Treasurer  
                        Andrea Mawyer ...................................... Parish Administrator  
                        Andrew Jessop ........................................Director of  Social Media  
                        Timothy Borden .....................................Sexton  
                        Vestry Members ..................................... Sean Cramer- Sr. Warden, Judy Pike- Jr. Warden,  

                       Mary G. Johnson- Clerk, Mickey Swart,  
                       Travis Castrey, Maryanne Theyerl, Jean Frana,  
                   Ginny Hatwich, & Valerie Sanders 
 

  

                             Assisting in the Liturgy 

 

 

 8:00 a.m.          Server: Tyler Hillman  
      Lector: Kyla Chapman-Neal  
       
 10:30 a.m.        Crucifer/Server: Tyler Hillman              
       1st Reading: Theresa Sinks         
       2nd Reading: Theresa Sinks   
                          Prayers of the People: Mary Dammann        
        Altar Guild: Tyler Hillman   
       Ushers: Cheryl Rogers & Andrew James      
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright information:  
Praise Arrangement: TONKlavierstudio Worship, © 2024 Sony/ATV Music Publishing. 
Hymn #679 Words: © 1982 Carl P. Daw, Jr. Music: © 1984 Ray W. Urwin. 
Ave Maria Music: Simon Lindley, © 1980 Banks Music Publications. 
Hymn #610 Words: Albert F. Bayly, © 1961 Oxford University Press. 
All Hymns ©1985 The Hymnal 1982, The Church Pension Fund. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709780. All rights reserved. 
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