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 As we gather before the service begins,  
we encourage people to use the time as a centering for prayer and meditation.  

 

We also ask you to silence your phones. 

 

Morning Prayer – Rite II 
Christmas Day 

        December 25, 2024 
 

Prelude                                           I hear the Bells on Christmas Day                                    Mark L. Williams  
 

  Rachel Schmitt, Organist                                                
  

(stand as you are able)                                           

Processional Hymn                       O Hark! the Herald angels sing,                                             Hymn #87 

                    vs. 1 and 3
                   

At their entry into the church for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, the Officiant and other  
ministers may make a station at a Christmas Creche. The figure of the Christ Child may be carried 
in the procession and placed in the Creche. Other figures may also be brought in if desired. 

 

Officiant: The word was made flesh and dwelt among us:  

People:    And we beheld his glory. 

Let us pray. 

Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the incarnation of your Son Jesus 

Christ, and by the child-bearing of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Grant that we your people may enter with 

joy into the celebration of this day, and may also rejoice for ever as your adopted sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Officiant: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come to all the people; for unto you is 

     born this day in the city of  David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.                        Luke 2:10-11  
 

The Invitatory and Psalter     

Officiant:     Lord, open our lips. 
People:       And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
                    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
     is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
Officiant:    Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.  
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 Venite                                                                                                       
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
   let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
   and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, 
   and a great King above all gods. 
In his hands are the caverns of the earth, 
   and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, 
   and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
   and kneel before the Lord our Maker, 
For he is our God, 
   and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
Oh, that today you would harken to his voice! 
 

Psalm 96 
 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 
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11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

  13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
     and the peoples with his truth. 
 

The Lessons 
First Reading 
A Reading from Isaiah                                                                                                                         Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 
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 with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle J 
A Song of Judith                                                                                                         Judith 16:13-16 
 

I will sing a new song to my God, * 
for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible. 
Let the whole creation serve you, * 
for you spoke and all things came into being. 
You sent your breath and it formed them, * 
no one is able to resist your voice. 
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, * 
rocks melt like wax at your presence. 
But to those who fear you, * 
you continue to show mercy. 
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, * 
but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever. 
 

Second Reading  
A Reading from Titus                                                                                                                  Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn                                                 Go tell it on the mountain                                                  Hymn #99 

                    vs. 1 and 3 
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 Third Reading 

A Reading from Luke                                                                                                               Luke 2:1-14 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of  Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of  David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of  cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, and they were  
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of  great joy 
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of  cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Reflections                         Tyler Hillman    
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Officiant and People (stand as you are able)  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit         
     and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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 The Prayers (stand or kneel) 
 

Officiant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
 

Officiant:   Let us pray 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen  
 

Suffrages B (congregation reads R) 
 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  
 

The Collect of the Day  

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, 

who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our 
Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

A Collect for Sundays 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanc-
tified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you;  
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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 The General Thanksgiving   
 

Officiant and People  
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 

Recessional Hymn:                                   Joy to the world                                             Hymn #100 

                                                  vs. 1 and 4 
 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord  
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Officiant: Behold, the dwelling of God is with humankind. The Lord will dwell  
 with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will  
 be with them, and be their God.                                                                     Revelation 21:3  
 

Postlude                                 Joy to the World                                                Wilbur Held 
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Announcements 

 
Lend a helping hand! Anyone interested in learning more about becoming an acolyte (8 a.m, 10:30 a.m., or 
both) and/or lecture, please email Stacy LaRossa (stacey.sauer@gmail.com) OR Ty Hillman 
(tylerhillman@comcast.net).  We will be coordinating a date for discussion and training for those interested 
in the near future.  A Saturday will be identified soon.   
 
Grief Group: meets next on January 6th at 7 p.m. Entry at parking lot entrance. All are invited to come. 
 
Book Club: No Book Club in January. Join us on Tuesday, February 14th at 1pm in the Janet James 
Room. February’s choice is “The Women” by Kristin Hannah. “Women can be heroes. When  
twenty-year-old nursing student Frances “Frankie” McGrath hears these words, it is a revelation. Raised in 
the sun-drenched, idyllic world of Southern California and sheltered by her conservative parents, she has 
always prided herself on doing the right thing. But in 1965, the world is changing, and she suddenly dares to 
imagine a different future for herself. When her brother ships out to serve in Vietnam, she joins the Army 
Nurse Corps and follows his path.” 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
 

412 N. Church Street, Rockford IL 61103 
Tel: 815/964-5514 Email: churchoffice@emmanuelrockford.org 

Website: www.emmanuelrockford.org 
Music License Information: OneLicense.net #A-709780 

 

                        Long-Term Interim Supply....................The Rev. Conrad Selnick 
                        Choir Director..........................................Zach Hall 
            Organist.....................................................Rachel Schmitt 
                        Cheryl Rogers ......................................... Treasurer  
                        Andrea Mawyer ...................................... Parish Administrator  
                        Andrew Jessop ........................................Director of  Social Media  
                        Timothy Borden .....................................Sexton  
                        Vestry Members ..................................... Sean Cramer- Sr. Warden, Judy Pike- Jr. Warden,  

                       Mary G. Johnson- Clerk, Mickey Swart,  
                       Travis Castrey, Maryanne Theyerl, Jean Frana,  
                   Ginny Hatwich, Valerie Sanders, & Mark Baldwin 
 

  

                             Assisting in the Liturgy 

 

 

 10:00 a.m.      Morning Prayer Leader - Tyler Hillman 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright information:  
I Hear the Bells on Christmas Day Music: Mark L. Williams, © 2007 Lorenz Corporation. 
Hymn 99 Music: Arrangement © 1984, Horace Clarence Boyer. 
Joy to the World Music: Wilbur Held, © 1959 Concordia Publishing House. 
All Hymns ©1985 The Hymnal 1982, The Church Pension Fund. 
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709780. All rights reserved. 
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