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The Good News  

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

 

The Good News  

Emmanuel Episcopal Church   
Home of Shelter Care Ministries & Emmanuel Soup Kitchen Founding Member of Jeremiah Development  
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On Monday, May 23 we celebrated Jacoby's one 

week birthday. He is adjusting well to his new life  

at home. It's been fun to watch his little personality 

emerge more each day. We were blessed to have 

both Jordanõs and my family visit over the last 

week. What wonderful joy he has brought to our 

lives! We can't wait for you to meet him! 

Pastor Andria and Jordan 

 

Jacoby Eugene Skornik
 

 (òCobyó)  



 н 

IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ  
 !ƴ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ϧ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ōŀōȅ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ оΦ  



 о 

 
                            

IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ  

tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

tŀǎŎƘŀƭ /ŀƴŘƭŜ 

aƻƴǎǘǊŀƴŎŜ 

!ƭǘŀǊ ƻŦ wŜǇƻǎŜ  

{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƎŀǇŜ aŜŀƭ 

CƻǊ aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
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YL¢/I9b hb ф¢I hC W¦[¸Η         
By Stan McGroarty  

Emmanuel's Souper Soup Team. We'll be serving 

on July 9th. Please let Stan McGroarty know if you 

can help. We'll start as usual, in the Jubilee Center at 

10:30 Saturday morning and finish with cleanup 

around 1:15. Feel free to call or email with ques-

tions. 815-985-6997 Stanton@pobox.com, . Thank 

you for your loving support of this, Emmanuel's 

oldest outreach. 

9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ²ƛƴǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘΗ        
By Tyler Hillman, Sr. Warden  

We received some very good news in late April!  Merrill 

Whatley, the founder of Membership Vision church web-

site developers, helped Emmanuel develop the churchõs 

new website.  Itõs far more interactive than our old site, 

and Iõm sure everyone at Emmanuel agrees that itõs a won-

derful site to visit.  Evidently weõre not the only ones! 
 

Merrill contacted us to say that at the Episcopal Commu-

nicators national conference held in Portland, Oregon. On  

April, 22 Emmanuelõs site won the Polly Bond Award for 

Special Achievement in Church Communication, Award of 

Merit.  
 

Merrill continues, òThe Emmanuel Rockford website won 

the "Award of Merit" in the category "General Excellence: 

Website." Translated: your site got the silver medal for best 

website in the Episcopal Church!   
 

The judges' notes on the site are glowing, and a lot of this 

is due to your own work so I want to be sure and share 

with you how the judges see the site:   
 

²This is one of the nicest church websites I've seen. The 

information is all clearly laid out, the design is com-

pelling, and the mobile site is equally as well planned 

as the full site. The pages are not too text-heavy 

(which is rare among churches and dioceses) and are 

broken up by imagery. This is an extremely well-done 

site!³   
 

I've gotten a lot of positive comments here for the site 

from directors of communication at both churches and 

dioceses, and these folks are admiring your choices in what 

you communicate and how. Congratulations!ó   
 

Well-earned praise for all of you who make sure the won-

derful things happening at Emmanuel are shared on our 

website www.emmanuelrockford.org!   

 

Congratulations, and thanks for all your hard work! 

´Polly Bond Awardµ 

{ƘŜƭǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜ ²ƛǎƘ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
  

  Each month Shelter Care Ministries provides us 

with a òWish Listó for the various ministries. 
Please add an item or two to your shopping list, and 

leave the gifts in the basket in the narthex 

(entryway).      Thank you for caring! 
 

WǳƴŜ 

Dish cloths,  dish towels,  

dust pans,  SOS pads,  scrubbies 
 

~~~xx~~~~~~ xx~~~~~~ xx~~~~~ xx~~~~~~ xx~~~   

  Wǳƭȅ 

Tooth brushes,  tooth paste  
 

 

 ~~~xx~~~~~~ xx~~~~~~ xx~~~~~~ xx~~~~~~ xx~~~   

  !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
AA batteries,  aluminum foil,   

trash bags, light bulbs      
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 !Řǳƭǘ CƻǊǳƳ ς aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ    

Ϧ{ƛƎƴǎΣ {ȅƳōƻƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ tǊŀȅŜǊΤ                   

ŀ 5ŜŜǇŜǊ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎϦ                                         
By Barrie Carter Gibby  

 

Adult Forum will begin again in the fall with a 

focus on: "Signs, Symbols, and Prayer" - a mul-

ti-layered series to bring deeper awareness to 

Christian symbols, their messages and their im-

portance in our prayer life and spiritual journey 

today. Guests, lectures, study and discussion 

are planned. 

Megan Boekeloo, Education Commission 

Todd Burton 

Barrie Gibby 

 

9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ [ŀōȅǊƛƴǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ   
By Barrie Carter Gibby  

 

Labyrinth walks, scheduled regularly in the Youth 

Center on our beautiful canvas labyrinth, have been 

moved for the summer to Womanspace labyrinth just 

east of their parking lot.  Journey through their small 

forest and follow the prayer ribbons up the path to 

their 11-circuit stone labyrinth. It is available dawn to 

dusk and Emmanuel is invited to walk any time. Take 

contemplative moments to feel the breeze, hear the 

birds, and inhale the breath of God. First Wednesday 

labyrinth walks will return in the fall. Meanwhile, if 

anyone would like to use the Emmanuel labyrinth or 

bring friends to walk, please contact me.                 

The labyrinth is a gift to everyone at Emmanuel. It is a 

welcoming and universal vehicle for walking prayer 

and deeper contemplation on a path of renewal and 

seeking balance. 

 

Barrie Gibby  
(pilgrim to Chartres, France!)   
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!ǊǝŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tƛǇŜ hǊƎŀƴ 
By Wayne Hatwich  & Trish Rooney 

 

 

Recently you may have noticed ladders and scaffolding in the stairwells leading up to the choir & organ loft.  We have been 

refurbishing 2 of the wind chests of the pipe organ; the work spanned 4 weeks, from March 26 to April 20.  
 

Ideally a pipe organ's wind chests will be filled with wind at the correct wind pressure - in a "ready" state waiting quietly - so 

that when the valves under each pipe is activated by the organist depressing a key, the wind will activate the selected pipe and 

cause it to sound.  
 

Our pipe organ was built in 1971.  At that time, Austin along with other organ builders was considering newer materials.  For 

our organ, strips of rubberized cloth were glued between to the wooden parts of the organ chests in order to make the the 

enclosure air-tight.  However, over time this rubberized cloth had oxidized, and not only was the flexibility lost, but also the 

material became brittle and wind started leaking through the cracks.  Over the years, these leaks were repaired with book-

binder's tape several times.  But the number of leaks reached a critical point when the organ would wheeze and make exces-

sive noise when the wind would be turned on.  Initially we thought this sound was being made by one of the pipes and that a 

valve was somehow deficient.  This, however, was not the case: the deteriorated rubberized cloth was flapping in the wind to 

make the pitched vibration!   
 

We had several experts in the organ maintenance field assess the situation and after consultation with Austin, we decided to 

reseal and refurbish the wind chests that were most profoundly affected by the material degradation.  Refurbishing involved 

replacing wide sections of deteriorated rubberized cloth with new material.  For the rubberized cloth that was not replaced, a 

silicone-based substance was painted onto the surfaces to seal them.  In order to get to this detailed level of repair, most of 

the key action inside of the organ chests had to be removed - and after the repair, re-installed again.  We took competitive 

bids and Ericksen, Christian and Associates from Glen Elyn came in as the more reasonable cost and were able to deliver the 

service in a more timely manner than their competitor.   
 

A large part of the organ sound resources has not been available to use since January.  Much of the strength of the organ 

sound - trumpets and supportive bass sounds have not been available and after this process, will be part of the total instru-

ment sound again.   

Ladders make for great scaffolding when working on the 

wind chests of our Austin Organ. 

The work that Ray if doing in this picture is intricate and very 

time consuming.   
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ                                                                             
By Tyler Hillman, Sr. Warden   

As we enter the summer months and Mother Andria is on maternity leave, we are focused on maintenance projects around the church 

and grounds.  Weõve had wonderful turnouts for services over the winter and for Easter Week and Pentecost and for special events such 

as the parish wide baby shower, early voting, and Toxic Charity talks, and as Aspire kicks off its new Wednesday movie season.  We are 

fortunate that we can provide a safe and welcoming space not only for worship but to come together socially as well.   
 

Recent projects include: 
 

¶ The roof replacement is complete, and Baney Construction has received their final payment. 
 

¶ Wilson Electric will return in June to finish the heat tape installation. 
 

¶ Vyborny Masonry has completed the tuck pointing under the Great Window, and will return this summer when their current large 

job is complete. 
 

¶ GeoStar has repaired the shaft bearings in the air handler for the nave, the A/C unit that 

cools the chapel and sacristy, the air handlers for the classrooms in the Nicholas Youth 

Center, and a coolant leak on a rooftop unit at the Jubilee Center.   

 

¶ M2 Landscaping has made great progress in clearing out òvolunteer sucker treesó (weed 

type trees that block those that were intentionally planted), clearing the beds for spring 

growth, and trimming the privet hedge along the north fence down to the ground.  It will 

grow back and can be more carefully trained for fuller growth. 
 

¶ Committee members will meet with M2 Landscaping to determine the amount of work 

they estimate will be needed to have the grounds in shape.  Discussion has been suggest-

ed to see which lawn projects may be done by the sexton and parish volunteers. 
 

¶ The committee has been requested to look into more dedicated maintenance of the   

Resurrection Garden and to install signage informing those passing through that the  

Garden is a consecrated resting place. 
 

¶  A request was made to determine the cost & feasibility of installing a sound 

system in the undercroft for 

meetings, forums, events, 

and to complement the large 

TV. AudioTrak, the supplier 

of the nave sound system, 

has presented the church 

with a quote. 
 

¶ An additional Godly 

Play classroom upstairs will 

be patched, painted, and 

supplied before August for 

the upper level elementary 

children (4th-6th grades). 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Building & Grounds Committee 

 


